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Senate had no more right to his papers or to his notes used in an interview with his Cabinet than they had to a mere conversation with the Cabinet; that, in fact, it was nothing more than if he had spoken instead of having notes.
This answer was so complete and put Mr. Clay in such condition that the whole matter was dropped and nothing more done. This was all early in the first session of Congress after the second election. Failing in this, Mr. Clay took the floor in the Senate and apparently for no purpose except to make a speech, and while his speech indicated that he might have been talking about the resolutions offered in a former Congress censuring General Jackson, it was a speech running over three days, and the whole thing was a fulmination against him looking to no legislation, and nothing to come of it in a legislative way, the whole purpose being to give his views, and to get before the country his condemnation of Jackson's acts generally.
As a specimen of his speech, I give here an extract which is but a fair sample of the whole speech, to wit :
"Mr. President, when Congress adjourned at the termination of the last session, there was one remnant of its powers, that over the purse, left untouched. The two most important powers of civil government are those of the sword and purse; the first, with some restrictions, is confided by the Constitution to the Executive, and the last to the legislative department. If they are separate, and exercised by different responsible departments, civil liberty is safe; but if they are united in the hands of the same individual, it is gone. That clear-sighted and revolutionary orator and patriot, Patrick Henry, justly said in the Virginia Convention, in reply to one of his opponents: 'Let him candidly tell me where and when did freedom exist when the sword and purse were given up from the people? Unless a miracle in human affairs interposed no nation ever retained its liberty after the loss of the sword and thetate banks can be made.
